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Background 
 
Dr. Vera Dewar was a Registered Nurse in PEI until 2015 at which time she retired from 
active registration.  
 
Dr. Dewar enrolled at the PEI Hospital School of Nursing, graduating in 1956 and, two 
years later, she obtained her Diploma in Teaching and Supervision in Schools of 
Nursing from Dalhousie University. In 1967, Dr. Dewar obtained her Bachelor of Nursing 
degree from Dalhousie University. Dr. Dewar's impressive career in nursing education 
spans more than four decades. She has held positions from clinical instructor to 
Assistant Director of Administration at the PEI School of Nursing, a post she held until 
its closure in 1994. Dr. Dewar’s efforts contributed to the opening of the UPEI School of 
Nursing in 1992, this resulted in PEI becoming the first province in Canada to set the 
baccalaureate degree as the entry level for nursing. Dr. Dewar was conferred with an 
honorary Doctor of Laws degree from UPEI in 2003, was named to the Order of Canada 
in 2011 and the Order of PEI in 2013 and was awarded the Queen’s Jubilee Medal in 
2012.  
 
The Dr. Vera Dewar Scholarship was created in 2020 when the proceeds of her 
endowment to the College was received. The amount of the award will be based on the 
policy described until such time as the money is used.  

Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to provide a policy and process for applications to the Dr. 
Vera Dewar Scholarship.  

1.0  Policy 

 
1.1 The scholarship is available for education courses and conferences, and is 

limited to use for tuition, registration, program materials and travel. Applicants will 
be required to indicate other sources of funding that they are accessing. 
 

1.2 One five-hundred-dollar scholarship will be awarded annually to an entry-level 
registered nurse. Entry-level is defined as entering the profession after 
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graduating from a nursing education program not more than two years prior 
to applying for the scholarship. See application form 

1.3 Two five-hundred-dollar scholarships will be awarded annually to registrants 
of CRNPEI for the purposes of continuing education. See application form. 

1.4 One one-thousand-dollar scholarship will be awarded annually to a registrant 
of CRNPEI who is pursuing post graduate education at the master’s or PhD 
level. See application form. 

1.5 Registrants can only apply for one type of scholarship in any given year and only 
one scholarship every 5 years. 

1.6 Applicants must meet the criteria identified on the application form and submit 
the completed application by the deadline to be considered for a scholarship.  
Deadline for scholarship applications is April 30th of any given year. 

1.7 Scholarship applications will be reviewed by a subcommittee of Council at the 
May Council meeting. 

1.8 In the event that the scholarship is not awarded in any category in any given 
year, applications received after the deadline may be considered. 

1.9 Successful applicants will be notified by email. 

1.10 Successful applicants will have their names published in the September Edition 
of the CRNPEI Newsletter. 

1.11 Any incoming funds earmarked for scholarships as well as surpluses from the 
education day and funds received from Cooke Insurance for insurance quotes for 
nurses will be added to the Dr. Vera Dewar Scholarship Fund. 
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